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Gandhiji has repeatedly pointed out that
his non-violence is not born of weakness but of
moral strength* Jt is a soul-force. It requires
greater strength for a person to love the adversary
than to hit him. "In my opinion/' says Gandhiji,
"non-violence is not passivity in any shape or
form. Non-violence, as I understand it, is the

most active force in the world-----Non-violence

is the supreme law."1 Gandhiji's non-violence
has nothing in it of passivity or cowardice.
Conscious suffering is the outcome of innet
strength. 'Non-violence is not meek submissive-
ness but soul-force pitted against tyranny. It
has no place for cowardice or even weakness,
Gandhiji says quite clearly:

"I do believe that, where there is choice only
between cowardice and violence, I would

advise violence-----    I would rather have

India resort to arms in order to defend her
honour than that she* should in a cowardly
'manner, become or remain a helpless
witness to her own dishonour."2

But Gandhiji believes that as a moral weapon

, December 24, 1938.
2 Yonng India, August n,, 1920.